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SUBJECT: JSP BREAKS STORY ON DELECTING ROK DIPLOMAT TO 

u.s. 

REF: 77 TOKYO 18422; 77 SEOUL 10054 

1 . DURING PAST WEEK JSP DIET MEMBER TSUNEHIKO ANTAKU 
ANNOUNCED TO PRESS THAT IN NOVEMBER OP LAST YEAR, ECONOMIC 
COUNSELOR KEE WON LEE OP LOCAL ROK EMBASSY HAD ABRUPTLY 
RESIGNED AND SECRETLY TRAVELLED TO U.S. LEE, ANTAKU 
ASSERTED, WAS FEARPUL OP KCIA AND WAS KEEPING HIS PRESENT 
ADDRESS IN U.S. SECRET. ANTAKU CONCLUDED WITH HOPE THAT 
LEE WOULD EVENTUALLY TESTILY ON ILLEGAL ASPECTS OF JAPAN- 
ROK ECONOMIC COOPERATION. 

2. ANTAKU'S STATEMENT TO REPORTERS REPRESENTED FIRST 
PUBLICITY THAT LEE'S SUDDEN DISAPPEARANCE (REFTELS) HAS 
RECEIVED, BUT THUS PAR MEDIA HAVE PAILED TO PURSUE STORY. 

ACCORDING TO PONOPP NE ASIA DIVISION SENIOR OPPICIAL, GOJ 
HAS TAKEN LINE THAT ITS OPFICIAL KNOWLEDGE OF INCIDENT 
WAS LIMITED TO PACT THAT ON NOVEMBER 25 ROK EMBASSY 
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FORMAL! .Y NOTIFIED FONOPP THAT LEE HAD COMPLETED HIS DUTIES 
IN JAPAN AND HAD DEPARTED. OFPICIAL OBSERVED THAT TO BEST 
OP PONOFP'S KNOWLEDGE, LEE HAD NOT BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY 
SENSITIVE DUTIES AT ROK EMBASSY WHICH HELD POTENTIAL POR 
UNUSUAL POLITICAL EMBARRASSMENT. HE DOUBTED THAT JSP AND 
ANTAKU, WHO PREVIOUSLY HAD BEEN ACTIVE IN PRESSING GOJ TO 
CONTACT FORMER ROK OPPICIALS KIM HYUNG WOOK AND 
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KIM JAE KWON IN U.S., WOULD SUCCEED IN MAKING MUCH OE 
MATTER. MANSEIELD 
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